1 NOUNS and GENDER

GENDER g
@ There are three genders: masculine, feminine and neuter. You can tell them apart by their ending:

masculine: masculine nouns end in a consonant, or in =i, or -b: ropog (town), apyr (friend), my3én
(museum), y4uTens (teacher), etc.

feminine: feminine nouns end in -a or in =A or -b: NAmna (lamp), noapyra (girifriend), cembs (family),
asepb (door), etc.

neuter: neuter nouns end in -0 oOr in -e Or in -MA: OKHO (window), cONHUE (sun), Bpéms (time), etc.

+» Some masculine nouns that refer to people end in -a or -a.
They decline like feminine nouns, but words that refer to them (adjectives for example) are masculine.
This applies equally to masculine diminutive name forms that end in -a:

MyX4UHa (man) penywka (grandfather) Cawa (Anekcanap) Mwvwa (Muxawnn)
nsana (uncle) tOHOLLA (young man) Cepéxa (Cepréi) Méra (Nérp)

*»* Nouns that end in -b can be either feminine or masculine:

masculine feminine
neHs (day) Kpemnb (Kremlin) ' MaThb, A0Yb (mother, daughter)  COonb (salf)
rocth (guest) CcnoBsaps (dictionary) HOBOCTb (piece of news) OceHb (autumn)
[oXAb (rain) XWTenob (inhabitant) i TeTpaab (exercise hook) HO4b (night)

¢ Certain nouns that denote a profession have no feminine form: agsokar (lawyer), Bpay (doctor),
UCTOpUK (historian), WHXEHEP (engineer), efc.

OH UHXeHép. He is an engineer. OHa uHXeHeép. She is an engineer.

& When such nouns are used with the name of a person and a verb in the past tense, the verb agrees
with the name of the person:

Wuxenép MNetpdea npuwina. Engineer Petrova has arrived.

*»» The word konnéra can be masculine or feminine:

310 Moi konnéra BukTop. This is my colleague Victor.
370 most konnéra Onbra.  This is my colleague Olga.

*» There are invariable nouns, usually nouns of foreign origin. Most of these nouns are neuter:
naneTo (coat), KMHO (cinema), MeTpo (metro), but kéde (coffee) is masculine.

<+ The gender of invariable proper nouns (geographical names, newspaper titles, etc.) corresponds
to the gender of the noun denoting the category to which they belong:

Oanékuin Kanpwm (6cTpos (island)) (far away Capri)
Héseliit “Geo” (xypHan (magazine)) (the new “Geo”)




Nouns and gender YNPAXHEHUA

1 Sort the words in the list below according to their gender:

ropof, XypHan, noapyra, OkHo, CTor, TenedoH, AeBoYKa, MMCbMO, paboTa, nansTo, CTyf, Yai,
pyyka, kapaHaal, Konbuo, Nrowaas, CnoBsapb, TeTpadb, Bpady, raseta, MalumHa, BUHO, yrpaKHeHue,
MHCTUTYT, My3eil, Manb4uK, NpeasioxeHne, Apyr, crnyvait, KoHepeHums, cobpaHue.

Masculine: ropoga,

Feminine: nogpyra,

Neuter: okHo,

Z Answer the questions using the following words:

ApYr, NTUCbMO, XXypHan, Bpart, My, nogpyra, cecTpa, XeHa.

1) — K10 310? — 370 MOW

2) — Yt0 910? — 370 MOWA

3) — 3710 TBOS ? — Her, ato mos

4) — Kt0 310? — 3TO MOM N Mosi

5) —YT10 310? — BTO MOE

6) — 3710 TBOW ? — Her, ato moit LS

7) — Kto 3at0? — 370 MOS

3 Find three nouns for each of the categories below:

1) masculine, ending in a consonant:

2) feminine, ending in -a: =

3) neuter, ending in -o:

4) masculine, ending in -a:

5) feminine, ending in -b:

6) masculine, ending in -b:

7) masculine, ending in -#: R = == S

4 Find the odd one out in each of the lists below:

mMama, nana, cecTpa, TETS, XXeHa

TeTpagb, COMb, CIOBapb, HOBOCTb, HOYb
MYy>XYMHA, AeayLuka, oHOoLa, AeByLUKa
ynuua, nnowagb, Kpemnb, Mockea, cronuua
OCeHb, A0XAb, AEHb, XXUTENb, rOCTb





